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we can lift people around the world and bind
nations together in peace and reconciliation.
It has also taught us the dangers of compla-
cency, of protection, of withdrawal. This cri-
sis poses a challenge not to any one nation
but to every nation. None of us—none of
us—will be unaffected if we fail to act.

On the day he died in 1945, as these insti-
tutions were taking shape, President Roo-
sevelt wrote in the last line of his last speech:
‘‘The only limit to our realization of tomor-
row will be our doubts of today. Let us move
forward with a strong and active faith.’’ At
a time of testing, the generation that built
the IMF and the World Bank move forward
with a strong and active faith.

Now we who have been blessed with so
many advantages must ourselves act in the
same manner. If we do, we will surmount
the difficulty of this moment. We will build
a stronger world for our children. We will
honor our forebears by what we do to con-
struct the first 50 years of the 21st century.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:52 a.m. in the
ballroom at the Marriott Wardman Park Hotel.
In his remarks, he referred to President Carlos
Menem and Minister of Economy, Public Works,
and Services Roque Fernandez of Argentina; Mi-
chael Camdessus, Chairman, Executive Board,
and Managing Director, International Monetary
Fund (IMF); James D. Wolfensohn, President,
World Bank Group; State Secretary in the Aus-
trian Finance Ministry, Wolfgang Ruttenstorfer,
Chairman of the Board of Governors, IMF; Prime
Minister Tony Blair of the United Kingdom;
President Slobodan Milosevic of the Federal Re-
public of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro);
and Special Envoy Richard Holbrooke, the Presi-
dent’s nominee to be U.S. Ambassador to the
United Nations. The President also referred to
the International Labor Organization (ILO) and
the Overseas Private Investment Corporation
(OPIC).

Statement on Agriculture Legislation
October 6, 1998

I am disappointed that today’s Senate vote
on the agriculture bill failed to provide ade-
quate emergency aid for farmers in this
country who are suffering from the worst ag-
ricultural crisis in a decade. While this agri-

culture bill provides some help for farmers,
it simply does not do enough.

This year flood, drought, and crop disease
have wiped out entire harvests. Plummeting
prices at home and collapsing markets in Asia
have threatened the livelihoods of entire
communities. Many farmers will see their net
income this year drop by as much as 40 per-
cent below a 5-year average.

It is time for us to take action that will
make significant progress in alleviating the
hardship in America’s heartland. I continue
to support Senator Daschle and Harkin’s pro-
posal to provide approximately $5 billion dol-
lars in aid while establishing a system of pay-
ments that allows flexibility if commodity
prices drop even further. I call on Congress
to send me a comprehensive plan that pro-
tects farmers by strengthening the safety net
at this difficult time. In addition, I urge Con-
gress to support my own emergency aid pro-
posal for $2.3 billion that originated with
Senators Conrad and Dorgan to provide
farmers with additional insurance and in-
demnity payments for crop loss.

This total package of aid would make a
significant contribution to helping this Na-
tion’s farmers cope with the current agricul-
tural crisis. I urge Congress to be fully re-
sponsive to their needs. If Congress insists
on sending me an agricultural bill that fails
to respond fully to the needs of America’s
farmers, then I will have no choice but to
veto the bill.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
Prime Minister Viktor Orban of
Hungary and an Exchange With
Reporters
October 7, 1998

President Clinton. Let me say, first of all,
I am delighted to welcome Prime Minister
Orban and his representatives of his govern-
ment to Washington. We are very, very ex-
cited about what is going on in Hungary, ex-
cited about his youthful and vigorous and
progressive leadership.

Today we are going to talk about the date
that’s coming up that Hungary is joining
NATO—it will be an historic date—and what
we have to do between now and then. I want
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to talk about the importance of the stability
of the region, about maintaining our commit-
ments in Bosnia, where, I might say, we
would not have been able to be successful
had it not been for the Hungarians making
available the base at Taszar for us to operate
out of.

And thirdly, of course, we want to talk
about Kosovo. And let me say again that I
believe it is absolutely imperative that there
be a cease-fire, a withdrawal of troops, that
the humanitarian groups get access to these
hundreds of thousands of people who have
been displaced, and that negotiations re-
sume. Those are the United Nations’ condi-
tions. I believe NATO must be prepared to
take action if they are not met. But it will
not be necessary if Mr. Milosevic does meet
them.

So those are among the things we’ll discuss
today. I think it’s very important. And Prime
Minister, I am glad to have you here. If you’d
like to make a brief statement, you can, and
then I’ll let them ask a question or two.

Prime Minister Orban. I’m very much
delighted to be here. I’m very happy that I
was invited to have this discussion with your
President. I’m very happy to be here as prob-
ably the first time in the history of Hungary
as Prime Minister of an ally to the United
States, a future member of NATO. And I
would express all of the Hungarian citizens’
gratitude to the President that he was tough
enough to convince all the Members of the
Senate that enlargement of NATO and to in-
volve Hungary into the process of enlarge-
ment is a step which is not just good for Hun-
gary, but it is in the interest of NATO as
well. And he was a tough fighter to convince
everybody around the Western Hemisphere
that NATO enlargement is in the interest of
those countries living in central Europe who
just got through the occupation of another
empire.

So we consider your President as a person
who brought his name into the history of
Hungary, the Hungarian history, as a person
who provided security and national inde-
pendence to Hungary.

Just for a second, I have a letter to your
President, anyway, which was sent by Mr.
Pachinski, who was your tutor in Oxford and
who was my tutor in Oxford as well, and I

just met him a week ago in Budapest. And
he asked me to give this letter to you, his
best wishes probably you can find inside it.

We will discuss definitely about Kosovo,
the Hungarian and foreign policies in the
Middle East, that they should look for a
peaceful solution. But if a decision would be
taken by NATO, we are ready to contribute
as an ally to do. Host nation support could
be provided. Up until now, Hungary and for-
eign policy was not invited into this action,
but we are ready to take part. And we will
discuss many other points as well. It will be
too long to explain just now here.

Thank you very much.
Q. Good morning, Mr. President.
President Clinton. Good morning.

Impeachment Inquiry Vote

Q. When you talk to Members of Congress
about impeachment what do you tell them?

President Clinton. Well, first of all, I
have received a large number of calls from
House Members, and I have tried to return
those calls. I haven’t been able to return
them all because we have other things to do,
and I’ll try to call the rest of them today.
But I think the vote should be a vote of prin-
ciple. It’s up to others to decide what hap-
pens to me, and ultimately it’s going to be
up to the American people to make a clear
statement there.

What I am more concerned about today
by far is that they cast some votes necessary
to advance the cause of our people. The most
important votes they have to cast are the
votes on funding the International Monetary
Fund so we can continue our economic pros-
perity; on a budget which doesn’t raid Social
Security—raid the surplus until we fix Social
Security. They still have a chance to do some-
thing for education.

This Congress has killed campaign finance
reform, the minimum wage, tobacco reform
legislation, even killed the Patients’ Bill of
Rights. But they can still do something on
education; they can still help to save Social
Security; they can still keep our economy
going; they can still stop the war on the envi-
ronment that is hidden in so many of these
bills. It’s not too late.

VerDate 11-SEP-98 08:40 Oct 15, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00025 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P41OC4.007 TXED02 PsN: TXED02



1990 Oct. 7 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998

And that’s got to be my focus in these clos-
ing days. What happens to me I think ulti-
mately will be for the American people to
decide. I owe them my best efforts to work
for them, and that’s what I’m going to do.

Q. Some Democrats, sir, have complained
that they’re being pressured by the White
House on the subject of impeachment. Is
that appropriate?

President Clinton. I think everybody
should cast a vote on principle and con-
science. But I doubt that—I doubt—keep in
mind, the proposal advanced was developed
entirely by Congressman Boucher from Vir-
ginia, a man who comes from a conservative
rural district and who developed it on his
own, fought for it in the Judiciary Commit-
tee, argued it, and said that the elemental
principle of fairness was that we ought to de-
fine a standard of what conduct is being
judged by.

So as far as I know, no one in the White
House had anything to do with the develop-
ment of the proposal. There have been con-
versations with Members—as I said yester-
day, a large number called me. I’m attempt-
ing to call them all back, and I will try to
do that. But I want them—more important
than anything else to me is that they do the
people’s work and then let—the people will
decide where we go from here.

Kosovo
Q. On Kosovo, how do you placate Russian

concerns about NATO military strikes?
President Clinton. Well, I think the most

important thing we can do is to try to work
with the Russians to try to actually avoid mili-
tary strikes by securing compliance with the
U.N. resolutions by Milosevic. Now, we have
done that. President Yeltsin sent a team of
senior people to see Mr. Milosevic, and once
again, as he did last June, he promised him
that he would comply. He also said he would
like some representatives from OSCE to
come in and see if he was complying.

Now, if he does that, if he completely com-
plies, he doesn’t have to worry about military
force. But I do not believe the United States
can be in a position, and I do not believe
NATO can be in the position of letting tens
of thousands of people starve or freeze to
death this winter because Mr. Milosevic

didn’t keep his word to the Russians and the
world community one more time.

So the way to avoid NATO military action
is for Mr. Milosevic to honor the U.N. resolu-
tions. That’s what should be done.

Middle East Peace Process
Q. How long do you expect next week’s

Middle East summit to last when they come
to Washington?

President Clinton. I’d be happy if it were
over in an hour, but I’m prepared to invest
as much time as it takes.

Q. Do you foresee multiple days?
President Clinton. It might take more

than a day, yes. I asked them to block out
a couple of days to come back because I think
it’s very important that we try to get over
these last humps and get into the last stage
of negotiations. We need to get to final status
talks, because, keep in mind, the whole thing
is supposed to be wrapped up by May of next
year. And the closer we get to that date with-
out having been at least in the final status
talks, where the parties have a relaxed oppor-
tunity, without being up against a timetable,
to discuss these big issues of the future of
the Middle East—the closer we get to that
date without that happening, it’s going to be
more difficult. So it is imperative that we
move on and get this next big step done.

I’m encouraged that Secretary Albright is
in the region today. She’s going to have an
announcement about it later today. I’m en-
couraged by the attitude and the sense of
openness I felt from Prime Minister
Netanyahu and Mr. Arafat the last time they
were here. And if they can come back with
that spirit, we’re close enough now that we
can get this done. And I just hope and pray
that that will happen when they come back.

Q. Will you get personally involved
throughout——

President Clinton. Well, I’ll be involved
quite a bit. I don’t know what ‘‘throughout’’
will mean. I hope they’ll be talking 12 hours
a day or something. I don’t know. We’ll just
have to see what happens. But I will be in-
volved constantly throughout the process,
yes.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]
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Visit of Prime Minister Orban
President Clinton. Let me make a brief

statement. First of all, I would like to wel-
come the Prime Minister and his team here
to Washington. We are excited about having
him here. We are excited about what we have
heard about his leadership and the policies
of his government.

I want to have a chance to discuss NATO’s
membership for Hungary, and it’s coming up
here very soon, next year. I want to have a
chance to discuss the situation in Bosnia—
and again I want to thank the Government
and the people of Hungary for giving us the
base at Taszar which made it possible for us
to do our part in the Bosnian peace process.

And I want to discuss Kosovo, where I be-
lieve it is imperative that the international
community enforce the United Nations reso-
lutions requiring a cease-fire, a withdrawal
of troops, access for the humanitarian agen-
cies to the hundreds of thousands of people
who have been displaced, and the beginning
of negotiations. And I think the pressure of
NATO is critical to achieving that goal.

So these are some of the things that I hope
to discuss with the Prime Minister. Now, per-
haps he would like to make a few opening
remarks, and then we’ll answer a couple of
questions.

Prime Minister Orban. If you don’t
mind, I would like to do it in Hungarian.

President Clinton. Sure.
Prime Minister Orban. It is a pleasure

to be here as almost an ally of the United
States of America, as Hungary’s impending
membership of the NATO is very soon, in-
deed. We are planning to discuss various
issues with the President of the United States
of America, including NATO enlargement,
the problems and matters in Kosovo, as well
as the central European issues.

I would like to assure the President that
Hungary is a factor and guarantor of stability
in the central European region. And the
Hungarian Government is making every ef-
fort to continue that role as a guarantor of
stability and security in the central European
region.

We would like to also assure the President
that Hungary’s membership in the NATO
will be a benefit not only for Hungary but

also for the NATO and the United States of
America.

As far as Kosovo is concerned, Hungary
has not yet received any official request to
participate in that, and we hope that there
is still a possibility for peaceful settlement.
But if there is a request, of course, just be-
cause of our role as an ally in the NATO,
we will do our best to help resolve the prob-
lem.

We will also discuss various issues con-
cerning the world economic crisis, and I
would like to—that there is no reason why
the world should put Hungary in the same
box with Russia and the crisis in the Russian
Federation. And Hungary is not an emerging
market. What I would like to call it is a con-
verging market.

International Economic Situation
Q. Mr. President, what will be the impact

of the global economic financial crisis on
Hungary and the Eastern European region?
And what should the Hungarian Government
do to avoid or minimize the impact?

President Clinton. Well, first, I think
that—let me answer the second question
first. I think the Hungarian Government is
doing what it should do to minimize the im-
pact by having a sound economic policy. And
I’m very happy that so far the global eco-
nomic crisis has not had much impact in cen-
tral Europe.

Now, eventually, unless we can limit it and
then beat it back, it will affect all of us be-
cause all of us depend upon each other for
markets, for investments. So even if a country
has a perfect economic policy, if its investors
and the people who buy its products have
their economies weakened, it will affect that
country.

So what I would hope that Hungary would
do, because it has a very aggressive and, I
believe, progressive economic policy, is to
support the efforts of the international com-
munity to—first of all, to beat the crisis back
and to limit its reach and then to develop
institutional responses for the future that will
prevent such things for the future.

But I’m very impressed that central Eu-
rope has done so well; Hungary has done so
well; Poland had done so well; other coun-
tries have done so well. You should be very
happy about that. I think it’s a great tribute
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to the confidence that the investment com-
munity around the world has in your people
and your system, as well as to the policies
that have been followed.

Kosovo
Q. When will the final decision be made

on Kosovo, and what will the Hungarian role
be?

President Clinton. Well, of course, what
the Hungarian role could be is something
that will have to be decided by Hungary, be-
cause until Hungary becomes a full-fledged
NATO member, any other—if NATO has to
act, any other participation would be vol-
untary. But at this point, I wouldn’t think
that Hungary would be involved in that, be-
cause what is contemplated is the prospect
of airstrikes if President Milosevic refuses to
comply with the U.N. resolutions. I still hope
and pray that he will comply, so it will not
be necessary.

Now, if he does comply, it may be nec-
essary to have some verification group go in.
Will that group be under the United Nations,
under OSCE, or some other place? That’s
not resolved. Will Hungary be asked to par-
ticipate or have an opportunity to? Not re-
solved. Then if there are negotiations which
result in a settlement, there might be some
request for an international presence to help
the parties to honor a peace agreement on
a third stage there. That’s not resolved. So
I guess the short answer to your question is,
no one can know the answer to that yet.

Crime in Central Europe
Q. Mr. President, what do you think about

the crime situation in central Europe and the
cooperation?

President Clinton. Well, first, I think that
your Government is very aware of it and very
much determined to do something about it,
because we have been engaged in talks to
establish a joint strike force, to have an FBI
presence, to work together. Frankly, I be-
lieve that international organized crime is
going to be one of the great challenges all
of us face, and it, I suppose, is an inevitable
result of the new technologies available in
the world, that these multinational syndicates
now are much bigger than ever before. And
I think that the only way to deal with them

is to deal with them together. And I am com-
mitted to working with you to try to help
to reduce the problem in Hungary.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:05 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
the President referred to President Slobodan
Milosevic of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro); President Boris Yeltsin
of Russia; Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu
of Israel; and Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Pal-
estinian Authority. The President also referred to
the Organization for Security and Cooperation in
Europe (OSCE). Prime Minister Orban spoke in
Hungarian to the second group of reporters, and
those remarks were translated by an interpreter.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

Remarks on Signing the Higher
Education Amendments of 1998
October 7, 1998

Thank you very much. Just so Harold
doesn’t mistake all that applause for me, let’s
give him another hand. I thought he was—
[applause]. That’s what this is all about today.

I want to thank all the previous speakers—
Secretary Riley for being the most dedicated,
complete, and productive Secretary of Edu-
cation in the history of this country. I’m very
grateful to him. [Applause] We always salt
the crowd with employees of the Education
Department. [Laughter] We are very, very
grateful to you, sir.

I want to thank Senator Jeffords and Sen-
ator Kennedy, Chairman Goodling and Con-
gressman Clay, and as was mentioned pre-
viously, Congressman McKeon and Con-
gressman Kildee, all the members of the edu-
cation committees of the House and the Sen-
ate and the staff.

I’d like to also point out that there are
Members who care deeply about education
who aren’t on those committees, and some
of them are here. We have over 30 Members
of the Congress from both parties here. I’d
like to ask the Members of the Congress who
are here who aren’t on the education com-
mittees and, therefore, have not yet stood up,
to please stand up. All of you who are here.

I notice Senator Kennedy already acknowl-
edged Senator Specter, understanding how
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